The Comptroller-General of the Household
boughs, peacocks streaming across, and an occasional rhinoceros in
the undergrowth. These beasts are seen there no longer, having
fled to retreats in the further mountains. On the second day they
came to a populated rice plain dotted with villages. Halting at one
of these for breakfast, they were astonished at the quantity and
cheapness of provisions. For a rupee or half a piece of eight, say
two shillings, it was possible to buy thirty good fowls, and eggs
were selling at about a penny a dozen.
That afternoon they rowed up the Thye-ma-nadi and when
about three miles from Mahamuni were obliged to stop because
the river was blocked with houseboats. The staff officer explained.
When the King and Court went on a state tour through the
country, particularly when they visited the Mahamuni, they did
not go in galleys or barges but, far more comfortably, in bamboo
pavilions built upon rafts. The pavilions were large and fitted with
all the conveniences of the day, the King's being a palace, not only
in name but in fact, a miniature of his palace at Mrauk-u, with its
numerous rooms for the consorts and suite. The rafts bearing the
pavilions could not have been propelled by oars at any pace, but
this was unnecessary, for all the rivers and creeks were tidal.
Fifteen or twenty miles would be covered in a tide, an ample dis-
tance for a stately progress. It was with such houseboats and rafts
that the Thye-ma-nadi was blocked, though, said the staff officer,
the King himself and his household were ashore, as he possessed a
land palace at Mahamuni. In the circumstances he would try and
get into communication with the Admiral's brother-in-law, for
whom he had a letter. To him was to be entrusted for delivery a
report which the Admiral had drawn up and addressed to the
King. Let them stay where they were until he returned.
Very early next morning he reappeared, accompanied by the
Admiral's relative, a Court official of some importance. This
gentleman was affable, and became more so on receiving a present
of two lengths of transparent Chinese silk. They could count on
him, he saidj at the first favourable opportunity he would see that
His Majesty received the report, adding, what was perhaps more a
hint than a compliment, that persons able to continue to make
such agreeable presents would never lack his service. The Portu-
guese fully understood his meaning, but so polished, so infinitely
engaging was his manner, that he left them feeling only gratitude
and admiration. 'In such matters these people could give instruc-
tion to many European Courts,' observes Manrique, who found
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